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As a young 20 year old traveler, I devel-
oped a strong interest in Japanese language
and culture. It was during a three month
stint in Hawaii that planted these seeds of I

curiosity towards this beautiful Land of the
Rising Sun. I was influenced greatly by all
the kind Japanese people I met as well as

their sense of fashion and exotic foods. r

Upon returning to my hometown Fresno,
California, I enrolled in some Japanese lan-
guage courses at Fresno State University, while studying fine art and
design. During this time I met my future wife, who happens to be
from Kumamoto city. After graduation, I spent a year teaching English
to Hmong refugees from Laos and Thailand, this wonderful experience
helped materialize my ambitions to make language instruction a ca-
reer. In order to become a better instructor, I decided to enroll in an
intensive TEFL (Teaching English as a Foreign Language) certification
course in Vancouver, Canada.

After uprooting from California in 2005, I moved to Kumamoto city
with my wife to began my new career as a high school English in-
structor. There I learned how to hone my skills and instruct affectively
with passion and patience for 3 years. In addition to teaching, I love
surfing and the beach culture, so I decided to move to Miyazaki pre-
fecture where I worked in public schools and private colleges for 5
years. During this time I began taking correspondence M.A. courses in
Linguistics from University of New England in Australia and graduated
a year ago.

The past two years have been nothing short of enlightening, as I
have gained tremendous experience in Tohoku where I taught at
Gaigo (Tohoku Foreign Language and Tourism College) and Berlitz in
Sendai. Although I love Sendai very much, I must say that it is nice to
return to a place with warmer weather and bustling beach culture as
in Shonan. Now that my new chapter in life at Tama University SGS
has begun, I can’t express enough how exciting it is to be a part of
such a great university and elite staff and above all, wonderful and
enthusiastic students.
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