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Learning from Teaching Brian J. English 247> 12711« 2 2%

Coming to Tama University does not only mark a new beginning for me, it is also my return to
Japan-the country in which I spent eight years during my younger days.
After fifteen years away from Japan, it is not what has changed that
surprises me so much, but rather all of the wonderful aspects of the country
that have stayed the same. Teaching in SGS helps to remind me of
why I spent so many years in Japan and why I am so happy to be back.
There is a sense of connection and determination
to achieve common goals through working together.

That cooperation is the essence of community and it is through
community that the most important learning takes place.

After working with the students, the faculty and the staff during
my first semester at SGS I feel I have grown as a person and as a teacher.
That is what 1s important to me and that is why I enjoy teaching so much.
One of the greatest benefits of being a teacher is that a teacher is continually learning from students.

I am looking forward to many more semesters of working with SGS students and also to the years
ahead when I will see those students of today and they will tell me about how their days at SGS helped
them to achieve their goals. That is one of the responsibilities of being a teacher: Helping others to reach
their goals. I will continue to do my best to do exactly that.
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